
CONCRETE WASHOUT STRUCTURE: 

Description 

 

Concrete washout structures are watertight enclosures constructed above or below grade to 

contain concrete waste on construction sites.  Concrete waste can include concrete waste water 

from washing out ready-mix trucks, drums, pumps, or other equipment.  Concrete waste also 

includes concrete slurries from concrete saw cutting, coring, grinding, grooving operations, or 

hydro-concrete demolition.  Concrete washouts must prevent the discharge of concrete waste 

materials to storm drainage systems, surface waters, wetlands, and buffers.  Work for above 

grade washout structures includes gathering high cohesive and low infiltration soil to construct 

an above grade earthen berm basin.  Work also includes preparing a rock and debris free soil 

base inside this earthen basin, installing a geomembrane liner in the basin, and then placing 

sandbags along the entire polypropylene liner basin perimeter.  Work for below grade washout 

structures includes preparing a rock and debris free soil base, excavation of a basin with non-

vertical side slopes, installing a geomembrane liner in the basin, and then placing sandbags along 

the entire polypropylene liner excavation perimeter.  Construct a gravel pad with Class A stone 

and a geotextile under liner to provide a defined access path to the concrete washout structures.  

Install safety fence around the perimeter of the concrete washout structures. 

 

Materials 

 

Item           Section 
Borrow Material         1018 

Stone for Erosion Control, Class A       1042 

Geotextile for Drainage, Type 2       1056 

 

The geomembrane basin liner shall meet the following minimum physical properties for low 

permeability, polypropylene or polyethylene geomembranes: 

 

Property  Test Method Value Unit 

Thickness, nominal  10 mil 

Weight  0.04 lbs./ft
2
 

*1” Tensile Strength ASTM D-751 52 lbf. 

Elongation at Break ASTM D-751 600 % 

*Grab Tensile ASTM D-751 70 lbf. 

*Trapezoid Tear ASTM D-4533 55 lbf. 

Hydrostatic Resistance        ASTM D-751 70 lb./in
2
 

Water Vapor Transmission Rate ASTM E-96 0.03 gal/100in
2
/day 

 

Perm Rating 

Procedure B 

ASTM E-96 

Procedure B 

 

0.066 

 

U.S. Perms 

*Tests are an average of diagonal directions. 

 

Safety Fence shall meet the specifications as provided elsewhere in this contract. 

 



Construction Methods 

 

Above Grade Structures 

Assemble high cohesive and low infiltration soil to build an enclosed earthen berm for an above 

grade concrete washout basin in accordance with the details and as directed.  Construct the 

height, length, and width of the earthen berm according to the detail. Slope the interior and 

exterior walls of the earthen berm at 1:1 and then compact to provide structural stability and 

contain concrete washout liquids and solid materials until evaporation, curing, extraction, or final 

removal. 

 

The geomembrane liner will be of sufficient width and length so there will be no seams.  Install 

the geomembrane lining by overlaying it in the basin to completely cover any exposed soil to 

create a water tight concrete washout basin.  Extend the geomembrane lining from inside the 

basin floor, up the earth slope of the basin and extend, overlay, and wrap outside the earthen 

berm.  Trench the toe of the geomembrane lining into an eight inch depth trench and then 

backfill and tamper with soil. 

 

Below Grade Structures 

Excavate an area for concrete washout in accordance with the details and as directed.  Excavate 

to a minimum depth of 3 feet.  Slope the interior walls of the excavated area at 1:1 and then 

compact to provide structural stability and contain concrete washout liquids and solid materials 

until evaporation, curing, extraction, or final removal. 

 

The geomembrane liner will be of sufficient width and length so there will be no seams.  Install 

the geomembrane lining by overlaying it in the excavated area to completely cover any exposed 

soil to create a watertight impoundment.  Extend the geomembrane lining from the excavation 

floor, up the interior slope of the excavated basin and beyond the outside perimeter of the 

excavation. 

 

Prepare the soil base to be free of rocks or other debris that may cause holes or tears in the 

geomembrane lining. 

 

Install safety fence around the perimeter of the concrete washout structures in accordance with 

the Safety Fence and Jurisdictional Flagging special provision. 

 

Construct a stone gravel pad with Class A stone (or other approved aggregate material) and a 

geotextile liner to provide a defined access path to the concrete washout structure.  Construct the 

stone gravel pad according to Roadway Standard Drawings No. 1607.01 and Section 1607 of the 

Standard Specifications.  Post a sign with the words “Concrete Washout” in close proximity of 

the concrete washout area, so it is clearly visible to site personnel. 

 

The construction details for the above grade and below grade concrete washout structures can be 

found on the following web page link: 

 

http://www.ncdot.gov/doh/operations/dp_chief_eng/roadside/soil_water/details/ 

 

http://www.ncdot.gov/doh/operations/dp_chief_eng/roadside/soil_water/details/


Maintenance and Removal 

 

Maintain the concrete washout structure(s) to provide adequate holding capacity plus a minimum 

freeboard of 12 inches.  Remove and dispose of hardened concrete and return the structure to a 

functional condition after reaching 75% capacity. 

 

Inspect concrete washout structures for damage (i.e. tears in geomembrane liner, missing sand 

bags) and maintain for effectiveness. 

 

Remove the concrete washout structures and sign upon project completion.  If appropriate and 

possible, reuse the geomembrane liner, the sandbags, orange safety fence, the Class A stone, and 

the geotextile.  Otherwise, properly dispose of items.  Grade the earth material to match the 

existing contours and permanently seed and mulch area. 

 

Measurement and Payment 

 

Concrete Washout Structure will be measured and paid for by counting the actual number of 

washout structures installed and maintained on the project.  Such price and payment will be full 

compensation for all work including but not limited to furnishing materials, construction, 

maintenance and removal of concrete washout structures, grading and seeding and mulching 

area.  The provisions of Article 104-5 of the Standard Specifications will not apply to this item 

of work. 

 

Payment will be made under: 

 

Pay Item Pay Unit 

Concrete Washout Structure Each 

 

 
 


